
 
A-C Valley In-Person School Expectations 

 
Dear Parent/ Guardians: 
 
The A-C Valley pandemic planning team has been working for some time now to 
provide a means for students in our district to resume their education for the fall 2020 
school year.  Due to safety concerns in combination with COVID 19 restrictions, the 
district is going to offer 3 types of opportunities for families that will provide you with 
options based upon your own specific set of concerns and circumstances.  The options 
include: 
 

1. Traditional Face-to-Face Learning:  This is a typical in-school classroom 
option, but with safety precautions in place. 

2. Distance Learning:  This is an education provided by our ACV teachers using 
the same curriculum as the face-to-face learning, but one that can be accessed 
at home.  It will still have the support and communication opportunities as 
face-to-face learning, just modified for learning that occurs in your home. 

3. A-C Valley Cyber:  This is our district’s full cyber program that utilizes curriculum 
in a 100% online platform. These courses are similar in nature to traditional 
learning, but without the support and communication of our local teachers. It 
would be comparable to a program such as PA Cyber and Commonwealth 
Connections Academy, and parents and students would still have access to 
communicating and help through the school.  Unlike disconnecting from ACV by 
choosing an outside cyber program such as PA Cyber, students choosing the 
ACV Cyber program remain an ACV student.  Our ACV cyber liaison is Mrs. Julie 
Raybuck.  All computer equipment will be provided by the district. 

 
In order for you as a family to make informed decisions for what is right for your child, 
the team wants to provide information for what restrictions and modifications to our 
traditional face to face learning looks like at this point.  Please understand that our 
Return to School plan may change depending on information from the state regarding 
new pandemic data.  The following will provide some guidance and answer some 
frequently asked questions you may have. 



Please see the chart below to help in your decision making process. 
 

 Traditional Distance Learning  A-C Valley Cyber 

Reports to the 
classroom 

X   

Taught by A-C Valley 
teachers 

X X Available for extra 
help 

Decision can be 
changed quarterly *see 
below for details 

X X  

Computer & Materials 
Provided to Student 

X X X 

Opportunity to interact 
(in person or through 
Google Classroom 
meetings) with ACV 
teachers and 
classmates 

X X  

Required masks, social 
distancing, & other 
safety precautions 

X   

Online curriculum with 
no “live” teaching ** see 
below for details 

  X 

Will require significant 
parental support to 
monitor at home work 
completion 

 X X 

After school curriculars 
(sports, dances, etc.) 

X X X 

In-School Assemblies, 
Field Trips, etc. 

X   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Further questions you may have regarding what the traditional face to face instruction 
will look like. 
 
What does in-person/ face to face instruction mean? 

In person/face to face instruction is learning that is traditional, in school learning like your 
student has always had.  However, due to COVID 19 restrictions, expectations for following 
specific guidelines will be in place. 
 
Is the school schedule modified in any way for face to face instruction? 

No.  School will run on the normal 5 days per week/ normal time schedule.  The district is 
not currently looking at rotating schedules or half days of instruction.  As long as Clarion County 
is in the green phase, the first day of school will be August 31 with all safety precautions in 
place. 
 
Will masks be required in school? 

Masks or face coverings such as a shield are required at all times while students are on 
the bus and in the buildings.  Masks must be a face covering that extends in a way that covers 
the nose and mouth.  This is important to know when you are making decisions regarding the 
type of learning you want your child to undertake this year.  Because of this restriction, you may 
want to choose the distance learning option or the A-C Valley cyber option.  The link for more 
information on the mask requirement can be found here: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html  
 
If my child has a health condition that prevents them from wearing a mask, will they be 
required to have one?  

Students will be required to wear a shield if they have underlying health issues that 
prevent a mask from being an option.  If your student is unable to wear a mask while in school 
due to health reasons, we would encourage you to contact the school nurse to discuss these 
concerns and consider the option of  a shield or distance education for your student.  
 
What will social distancing look like? 

Students will be required to social distance in all circumstances unless unable to do so 
such as science labs, physical education, or other close in-person activities.  Students will be 
separated at breakfast and lunch in every other seat facing the same direction.  We recognize 
that school is a social experience, however during pandemic times, the social aspect of school 
needs to be put aside for safety reasons.  
 
What are the health safety practices that will be in place? 

Temperatures may be taken upon entering the school.  If a student is deemed to have a 
temperature higher than 100.4, they will be taken to an area to be retested and monitored by the 
school nurse.  If a student is sent home, their health must be monitored and parents must 
contact the school before the student can return. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html


What happens if my child tests positive for COVID 19? 
In these cases, the district will support families in every way possible.  The nature of the 

COVID 19 creates a wide range of symptoms and complications.  Any student who tests 
positive must be symptom free for 14 days as recommended by the CDC.  Symptoms may 
include: fever of 100.4 and higher, cough, shortness of breath, runny or stuffy nose, sore throat, 
loss of taste, chills, head or muscle aches, nausea, diarrhea, vomiting, excessive fatigue. 
Parents must contact the district before any child that has tested positive for COVID 19 returns 
to school. 
 
What other safe hygienic practices are done during the school day? 

Students are encouraged to bring their own water bottles to be filled at refillable water 
stations (no-touch).  Desks will be sanitized and deep cleaned regularly at the high school, or at 
various times throughout the day in the elementary.  Hand sanitizers will be available throughout 
the buildings.  Students will be required to follow directional signage and not permitted to 
congregate in hallways or classrooms. 
 
What are the transportation guidelines if I choose the traditional face to face instruction? 
            Regular school transportation will be offered for in person instruction. However, due to 
COVID 19 restrictions, expectations for following specific guidelines will be in place.  

● All riders will be required to wear a mask while boarding, riding, and departing any 
school transportation.  

● Students residing in the same household will be seated together. Other students will be 
separated as much as possible while riding.  

● Assigned seats will be issued by the drivers and MUST be strictly followed. Social 
distancing should be practiced at group bus stops until the bus arrives.  

● All vehicles will be cleaned after each run with students (am and pm).  
            Families are welcome to provide their own transportation to and from school, if they 
wish. Extended drop off and pick up hours will be offered to try and accommodate families who 
choose to do so. We will be asking that you notify us if you choose this option so that we have 
an accurate count of how many students will require school transportation.  
 
What does attendance for distance learning and A-C Valley cyber look like? 

Attendance for distance learning is similar to the traditional face to face instruction. 
Students must log on every day and interact with the instructor (an A-C Valley teacher) as well 
as complete class activities.  If they do not connect in some way with the instructor, they will be 
marked absent and parents will be contacted.  More adaptations to attendance will be 
forthcoming. 

Attendance in the A-C Valley cyber is somewhat different and based upon the login to 
the program in combination with completion of work.  Further details can be provided by the A-C 
cyber program coordinator Mrs. Julie Raybuck.  
 
 
 



 
What if I decide to switch my child’s approach from traditional face to face to distance 
learning or to A-C Valley cyber? 

The pandemic team acknowledges that your circumstances may change.  The district 
wants to be as flexible as possible.  However, due to the enormous amount of planning it takes 
to support 3 platforms of instruction, we will require all students to stay in the selected format for 
a 9 week period of time (for distance learning and face to face) and a semester for A-C Valley 
cyber.  A 2 week trial period will allow families to have flexibility in enrollment for in-person 
learning and distance learning. 
 
The A-C Valley team’s greatest desire is for school, and life, to get back to normal.  However, 
this is not our reality at this time.  We care about each and every family and the safety of our 
children is of utmost importance to us.  We hope that we can provide an option that fits the 
needs and health concerns of our families while still maintaining some sense of community. 
 
Together, the district and the communities of this area will get through these difficult times.  We 
will all end up stronger on the other end of this pandemic.  The A-C Valley School District 
appreciates that you value the education that we offer and look forward to continuing to grow 
students along with our communities into a better future. 
 
 



 
 
Dear A-C Valley Families, 
 
The Allegheny Clarion Valley School District is working hard to meet our vision statement that supports 
students to “Dream Big, Work Hard, and Act Responsibly”.  In these difficult times planning for a return to 
school, our educational team has created a return to school plan that attempts to meet the needs of our 
families and students by offering three main options for obtaining a great education this year.  These options 
include: 
 

1. Traditional Face-to-Face Learning:  This is a typical in-school classroom option, but with safety 
precautions in place. 

2. Distance Learning:  This is an education provided by our ACV teachers using the same curriculum as 
the face-to-face learning, but one that can be accessed at home.  It will still have the support and 
communication opportunities as face-to-face learning, just modified for learning that occurs in your 
home. 

3. A-C Valley Cyber:  This is our district’s full cyber program that utilizes curriculum in a 100% online 
platform. These courses are similar in nature to traditional learning, but without the support and 
communication of our local teachers. It would be comparable to a program such as PA Cyber and 
Commonwealth Connections Academy, and parents and students would still have access to 
communicating and help through the school.  Unlike disconnecting from ACV by choosing an outside 
cyber program such as PA Cyber, students choosing the ACV Cyber program remain an ACV student. 
Our ACV cyber liaison is Mrs. Julie Raybuck.  All computer equipment will be provided by the district. 

 
WHY have we decided to give these options? 
 
The district acknowledges that there are many unknown variables in life right now.  Some families are 
concerned about safety at school while others are concerned too many restrictions will be placed on them.  We 
want to provide reasonable options for our families to make a decision that helps meet their individual needs 
and values.  
 
*Families will have the opportunity to evaluate their decision at the end of each quarter.  If families begin the 
year using distance learning, they may choose to change and return to in-person at the end of any quarter. 
This is vice-versa with families who choose to initially send their children to traditional, in-person learning.  At 
the end of each quarter they may decide to move their child to Distance Learning.  If the A-C Valley Cyber 
program is started, it is possible to transition back to traditional learning, but not as seamlessly. 



Please see the chart below to help in your decision making process. 
 

 Traditional Distance Learning  A-C Valley Cyber 

Reports to the classroom X   

Taught by A-C Valley 
teachers 

X X Available for extra help 

Decision can be changed 
quarterly *see below for 
details 

X X  

Computer & Materials 
Provided to Student 

X X X 

Opportunity to interact (in 
person or through zoom 
meetings) with ACV 
teachers and classmates 

X X  

Required masks, social 
distancing, & other safety 
precautions 

X   

Online curriculum with no 
“live” teaching ** see 
below for details 

  X 

Will require significant 
parental support to 
monitor at home work 
completion 

 X X 

After school curriculars 
(sports, dances, etc.) 

X X X 

In-School Assemblies, 
Field Trips, etc. 

X X X 

Can attend the Clarion 
County Career Center 
(grades 10-12) 

X X 
(student will be 

responsible for getting to 
ACV to ride the career 

center bus) 

X 
(student will be 

responsible for getting to 
ACV to ride the career 

center bus) 

 
 



**The A-C Valley Cyber program is a purchased program that is fully online.  Mrs. Raybuck, A-C Valley’s 
coordinator, handles all communication with students, but the classes are premade and taught by teachers 
outside of ACV.  Local support for this learning is limited due to the online nature of these classes.  Students 
must be enrolled in the cyber program for one (1) full semester at a minimum before they can decide to return 
to face to face instruction. 
 
What happens if my child or their teacher is exposed to COVID 19 and has to quarantine at home? 
 
With the possibility that throughout the year staff or students could be exposed to COVID 19 and be on a 
doctor’s ordered quarantine, these options would also allow students the opportunity to continue their 
schoolwork.  A student who chooses traditional education and is quarantined, could move to the distance 
learning program during the quarantined time period. 
 
 
You as a family should have a discussion regarding the benefits and negatives of each of these 
options.  Any single option may not fit the needs of your family based upon concerns regarding health, 
masks, temperature checks and the like.  To get a fuller understanding of these programs to assist in 
your decisions, please visit our website.  If you require any further information, please call our district 
offices at ELEMENTARY: 724-659-5820 or HIGH SCHOOL: 724-659-4661. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Return this completed form NO LATER than August 7, 2020: 
 

We urgently need your input in order to continue moving forward with the opening of school.  Please check the 
box below to choose your preferred start of the 2020-2021 school year for each of your school age children, 
sign at the bottom and mail back your response in the enclosed envelope.  This decision is important 
because you will not be permitted to change your decision until the end of the first quarter of school or 
first semester for cyber schooling.  
 
Student #1 Name: ______________________________________ Grade ________ 
 
My preference for the upcoming 2020-2021 school year is: 
❏ Option 1 - Traditional face to face 
❏ Option 2 - Distance Learning 
❏ Option 3 - A-C Valley Cyber 

 
Student #2 Name: ______________________________________ Grade ________ 
 
My preference for the upcoming 2020-2021 school year is: 
❏ Option 1 - Traditional face to face 
❏ Option 2 - Distance Learning 
❏ Option 3 - A-C Valley Cyber 

 
Student #3 Name: ______________________________________ Grade ________ 
 
My preference for the upcoming 2020-2021 school year is: 
❏ Option 1 - Traditional face to face 
❏ Option 2 - Distance Learning 
❏ Option 3 - A-C Valley Cyber 

 
Student #4 Name: ______________________________________ Grade ________ 
 
My preference for the upcoming 2020-2021 school year is: 
❏ Option 1 - Traditional face to face 
❏ Option 2 - Distance Learning 
❏ Option 3 - A-C Valley Cyber 

 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Printed Name ______________________  Signed_________________________ 
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